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Law and order exist for the purpose of establishing Justice 

 and when they fail in this purpose they become  

the dangerously structured dams that  

block the flow of social progress.  
 

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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 Chapter – 1 
 

Successful Marriages 
 

Determining Factors : 

Harmony and Peace are the 2 prime ingredients which ensure subsistence of a healthy marital relationship. It is an 
undeniable fact that the ability to ensure these 2 elements is a function of multiple factors. Primary amongst them 
are: 

1. the emotional maturity of individual(s) 

2. clear understanding of marriage as an inter-dependent relationship 

3. sense of responsibility and level of tolerance 

4. mutual respect as a natural outcome of humane qualities 

5. regional differences including cultural background and customs & traditions  

6. socio-economic factors such as prevalent practices to earn livelihood 

7. educational background 

8. level of aspirations, especially with respect to lifestyle, life, money, career and societal standing 

9. integrity and value systems which get determined through the environmental factors prevalent during 
upbringing 

10. mutual feeling of trust and faith that spouses repose in each other 
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Chapter – 2 
 

NRI Marriages – Issues and Ramifications 
 

A. Issues at the root of NRI Marriages 

1. Expectations from marriage :  The reason why Overseas Indians prefer to marry a Resident Indian differ 
from the reasons a Resident Indian would marry an NRI. These reasons are a direct function of the 
expectations one spouse has from the other. 

a) For many Overseas Indians, marriage is a means to stay connected to their roots. They hold a strong 
desire to instill the set of Indian values in their children that they themselves grew up with.  

b) For many resident Indians, marrying a NRI is the easiest route for immigrating to foreign shores. It is also 
foreseen as an assurance for a comfortable and lavish lifestyle abroad. 

2. Language :  Even though English is the international language, it is not the official language in many 
countries. Even in countries where English is the official language, the day-to-day communication requires a 
familiarization with the regional dialects and colloquial phrases. Learning a new language takes a significant 
amount of time, effort and practice, while familiarizing oneself with variants of a known language (like 
English) does not involve as much time and effort. Language therefore becomes a barrier unless the 
emigrating spouse is already well-versed with same or willing to learn the same. 

3. Cultural differences not anticipated before marriage : Many resident Indians find it extremely difficult to 
adapt to the foreign culture of the country where overseas spouse resides. This culture shock directly stems 
from the unfamiliar environment and an inability to cope with the abrupt change.  

4. Employment Restrictions : Some countries impose employment restrictions on spouses of overseas Indians 
who are on work / student visa. In USA for example, NRI spouses on H4 or F2 visa are prohibited from ANY 
employment. In such a situation, spouses who were employed in India before emigrating find themselves 
unable to gainfully utilize their education and skills. This causes enormous frustration in them which at times 
leads to added friction in the marriage.  

5. Complete Dependency on spouse :  According to Immigration Laws in USA, H4 dependant-visa holders are 
not eligible for a social security number. Without this number, the individual faces tremendous difficulties in 
opening a bank account or to secure a driver’s licence and cannot be gainfully employed either. This renders 
the H4 visa holder spouse completely dependent on the overseas Indian spouse. Incidentally, this 
dependency ranges from the most basic to higher needs of an individual, which in turn induces tremendous 
frustration and loss of self-esteem in the dependent spouse.  

6. Delay in securing Visa :  It takes considerable amount of time after marriage to complete paper work for 
obtaining spousal visa. At times this results in frustration to the spouse residing in India who may start 
suspecting foul play when actually there is none. Similarly inability to visit India due to visa issues may also 
trigger homesickness and frustration. 

7. Lack of social support system & Absence of Joint Family system : Some foreign countries have a sizeable 
number of Indian expatriates and have basic social infrastructure, most places do not. Even, where it does 
exist, it is seldom comparable with the strong social ties prevalent within India. The lack of a social support 
system further exacerbates the issues between the spouses and leads to a rapid deterioration of the 
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technologies, accelerate and sustain the creation and recreation of multiple social and spatial outcomes over 
time.”  

“The ability of NRIs to display wealth and power through their material investments in the village indicates 
success and increased status. Many of those who left in the 1960s and 1970s were relatively uneducated men 
and their success abroad proves an immense incentive for young men and women in the villages of Doaba, 
despite the fact that the economic conditions and labour market demands overseas have changed since the 
1960s. The fact that many recent migrants face great hardship, especially if they are undocumented, 
does not seem to deter young men and women inspired by the NRI wealth they observe directly in their 
village. Young people find ways to go overseas by utilizing different migration options that are highly 
gendered and carry with them a number of potential negative effects for the individuals concerned.” [Ref : 
http://riim.metropolis.net/Virtual%20Library/2001/wp0115.pdf ]  

6. Migration of Agricultural Labourers : “Over the last few years, large numbers of agricultural labourers have 
been migrating abroad. Many of them have lived up to seven or eight years in countries like Libya and 
Kuwait. In the process of migrating, these labourers have been exploited by middlemen and employers at 
their final destinations. These labourers, mostly belonging to Scheduled Castes and Backward Castes, are 
completely illiterate and take the help of professional recruiting agents to manage their trip abroad. They 
take loans from local agriculturists, moneylenders and local shopkeepers at rates as high as 120 percent. 
They are often paid the same wage that they would earn in Punjab and therefore are forced to return within 
three years. There have, however, been a few cases where a labourer was able to pay back the loan that he 
had taken. On the whole, migration abroad for better incomes has not really alleviated the conditions of 
these highly oppressed sections, unlike in the case of the land-owning Jat peasants, who have been able to 
enhance their economic status considerably by migrating abroad.” [Ref : 
http://data.undp.org.in/shdr/punjab/09-agriculture.pdf ] 
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Chapter – 9 
 

NRI Grooms 
(cases where wives have duped NRI husbands) 

 

In the absence of a gender-neutral National forum, it is understandable that statistics as well as information on cases 
of Grooms duped by unscrupulous women would not be available with any of the Ministries of Government of India 
and/or their adjuncts.  

Rakshak has received numerous complaints from NRI husbands and their families, where duped NRI husbands have 
raised their voices against malafide intentions and unscrupulous means of their wives. Listed below are a few real life 
accounts of those men and their families, who have run from pillar to post, but to no avail, since Indian Laws and the 
Investigating Agencies prefer to disbelieve complaints received from Men. Incidentally, there is no recourse to law for 
men duped by women in fraud marriages. 
 

Case 1   :  Annexure 23A 

Case 2  :  Annexure 23B 

Case 3  :  Annexure 23C 

Case 4  :  Annexure 23D 

Case 5  :  Annexure 23E 

Case 6  :  Annexure 23F 

Case 7  :  Annexure 23G 

Case 8  :  Annexure 23H 

Case 9  :  Annexure 23I 

Case 10  :  Annexure 23J 

Case 11  :  Annexure 23K 

Case 12  :  Annexure 23L 

Case 13  :  Annexure 23M 

Case 14  :  Annexure 23N 

Case 15  :  Annexure 23O 

Case 16  :  Annexure 23P 

Case 17  :  Annexure 23Q 

Case 18  :  Annexure 23R 

Case 19  :  Annexure 23S 
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Chapter – 10 
 

Conclusions & Recommendations 
 

1. NRIs by and large represent an entrepreneurial and hard working people who have succeeded in establishing 
India on the world map. The assumption that they are deceitful, marry for money and dump their brides is both 
inaccurate and slanderous.  

2. As evident from the happenings in Doaba (Punjab) and Hyderabad, it is amply clear that an OBSESSION to 
MIGRATE to foreign shores is one of the major root-causes for the phenomenon of abandonment. 
Abandonment has nothing to do with a specific gender. As evident from numerous cases cited earlier it is clear 
that wives abandon their husbands as well.  

3. Obsession to Migrate to foreign shores has allowed many unfair trade practices to flourish, which has swindled 
the common man of his hard earned money, dignity and social standing in society. Unscrupulous Travel Agents 
and Marriage Bureaus have flourished by ruining the lives of these innocent, gullible people. Such travel agents 
and middle-men have taken ample advantage of the obsession people have to migrate. Several Agents and 
Thugs have been booked in the past and there are ample evidences to suggest that women also are an equal 
partner in this crime. [Annexure 24, 25, 26] 

4. Absence of a gender-neutral forum has deprived the Government from collecting relevant statistics and facts on 
issues / hardships faced by married men and their families. There are no statutory bodies (like NCW) who are 
willing to believe their grievances. There are no laws which could provide remedy to the peculiar situation that 
NRI men and their families find themselves in. All laws are heavily biased towards benefiting the women, to an 
extent where they prove detrimental to the welfare of Men and their families.  

5. An in-depth, correct understanding of the issue of Abandonment can be gained only through a gender-neutral 
approach. In the absence of a neutral approach, any solution devised by the Government would in all likelihood 
boomerang at a later stage, primarily because the Government would have completely neglected and overlooked 
the needs and peculiar situation of NRI men and their families. 

6. Even if the sheer number of NRI abandoned brides are to be believed then too the said problem would be region-
specific only. It would be inappropriate to address region-specific issues through legislations which affect the 
entire populace of the country. Such short-sighted legislations would not provide the real solution to the 
problem. MEA and MOIA should resolve the said phenomenon by addressing the root-cause of the malady and 
not the ultimate effect which is visible in the form of abandonment.  

Therefore, before promulgating any strict laws it would be prudent to recognize that the phenomenon of NRI 
abandoned brides is a socio-economic problem and the answer lies in creating awareness as opposed to passing 
laws that are in violation of the individual’s Right to Liberty and Dignity.  

7. The Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs should have well documented evidence of the number of women victims 
of fraudulent NRI marriages before reaching the conclusion that such cases have attained alarming proportions. 
Admittedly, 100 such complaints from a Diaspora comprising 45 million NRIs cannot be called an alarming 
situation.  
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8. In the interest of justice it would be judicious if the Ministry would also take note of complaints from NRI men 
who have been victimized by Indian women. Government should extend necessary support to such men and 
their families as well.      

9. Government should recognize that failure of NRI marriages happens due to a variety of reasons and that both 
men as well as women are responsible for such failures. The absolving of all women from blame is both naïve as 
well as wishful.  

10. The contention that every case of abandoned bride is due to harassment / dowry demands is over simplistic. In 
order to effectively deal with these cases and stem the rot, the MEA and MOIA should concentrate on root 
causes and every attempt should be made to prevent this highly emotional issue from turning into a NRI bashing 
platform.  

11. There are large number of cases where NRI men have been inflicted with false charges under Section 498A of IPC 
(a gender-biased law). Such false accusations in turn help to reinforce the blinkered perception that dowry is the 
sole reason for abandoned NRI brides. Whereas in many cases of abandonment it has come to light that the 
unscrupulous wife resorts to frivolous charges of dowry harassment (against the NRI husband and his family). 
Such frivolous charges provide protective cover to the malicious intentions of unscrupulous wives who despite 
having committed wrongs are able to take advantage of their own wrongs. 

12. MEA, MOIA and NCW should arrange social awareness campaigns educating women and their family members 
about: 

• The importance of following legal immigration procedures. 

• Living in western countries with its rigours and different pace of life, which may not be as attractive 
(luxury and leisure) as originally believed. 

• Thoroughly check the prospective bridegroom’s antecedents and at the same time be honest about 
oneself.   

 




