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The anti-dowry law (498A), was enacted to protect women from dowry harassment and to deliver 

justice to the true victims. Unfortunately unscrupulous women are misusing this law as a legal 

extortion weapon to victimize families legally. Just a single written complaint by a woman, 

irrespective of its authenticity, is enough to arrest the husband and in-laws and whoever she has named 

in her complaint. The innocent families are presumed guilty and are brutally threatened by the 

protectors of law and forced to settle the case by paying the woman demands, which are exorbitantly 

large and may also include ancestral property. Very often, such cases continue in the courts for years, 

which prolong the suffering of the innocent families. Though projected to be a law benefiting women, 

498a has, ironically, victimized countless innocent women related to the husband’s family. 

 

Thousands of such false 498a cases are filed each year and innocent families are legally terrorized.  A 

large number of cases filed under anti-dowry law IPC 498A are not cases of actual dowry demands, 

but a reflection of a more sinister design to legally blackmail innocent husband and in-laws for money. 

The statistics prove that more than 90% of the dowry cases filed are false (validated and independently 

confirmed by the Council of Social Research). 

 

Supreme Court has termed such malpractice as "Legal Terrorism." High Court has categorically 

ordered to do something to stop such misuse. World Health Organization has expressed grave concern 

over the way old parents are legally abused by their daughter-in-law misusing 498A. The situation is 

so serious that even the foreign governments have taken note of it. The US Govt. has issued a warning 

about the misuse of the dowry law on one of its official websites.  The Canadian Govt. has also issued 

similar advisories.      

 

498.org is organizing a seminar “Legal Terrorism – Misuse of Laws against Husband and Family”. 

The purpose of this seminar is to increase public awareness about the misuse of this law.  498a.org 

intends to educate people about the provisions of this law and how it is misused. Also, participants 

(many of them ladies) will share their account of victimization by this law. The information provided 

will enable innocent families to realize if they are at risk of being implicated in a false case. 498.org 

will also have legal experts who will discuss legal strategies to counter false dowry cases against 

innocent people. 

 

The seminar will be held on Saturday, 25
th

 Nov, from 3-6 PM at the BN Pandey Hall, Gandhi Darshan 

Samiti, opposite Raj Ghat, New Delhi-110001. More information is available at 

http://www.498a.org/delhiSeminar.htm.  

 

498a.org is an international volunteer based organization consisting of Indian citizens (all around the 

world) who have joined hands to fight the evil of ‘misuse of 498A’ (commonly known as dowry law). 

498a.org has volunteers in most major cities in India, USA and many other countries and offers 24-

hour help lines for counseling victims implicated in a false dowry case. Please visit www.498a.org for 

more information. 


