Taipel Times - archives

TAIPEI®=TIMES

AR 2y s Search GO | Advanced Search Most Read Story
o * Chen plans to Most Viewed Photo >>Login<< >>Free sign up!<< HEwW
run on his record
Advertising
of fighting, issues far = Mail "
S Bitterness of &=l S EFERB

from resolved

e chrabers  Wives leads to WUTC ™ ol 0800-024-111
down as HK grumbles abuse of India's anti- e
o * Bush to bring dowry laws

new promises to an
area with old

problems Women's rights groups in India

are concerned that vendettas by

] some estranged wives could bring
Taiwan News India's vital and hard-won anti-

o * EPA highlights dowry laws into disrepute

benefits of soap

By Amrhit Dhillon
THE OBSERVER , NEW DELHI
Monday, Jul 07, 2003,Page 9

o * Military
discharges marine

o * Ma honors sister
city with park fun The entire Sharma family is stuck inside New Delhi's

Tihar Jail -- from the grandparents down to the youngest

« :
g Eleicdin el child, aged three. Thisis not due to some rampant

Hsieh from criminal gene but because a daughter-in-law hasfiled

retirement charges against them alleging harassment to extract

- * Police body dowry payments.

reveals statistics on

foreign workers in Roop Sharma says their son's marriage to Nisha went
badly wrong.

nation

o * Liberian "When divorce seemed on the cards, Nisha's parents

president not began claiming we were torturing Nisha and that we were
expected to flee to trying to get a car and gold jewellery out of them. But
Taiwan they just wanted to take their anger out on us and the
” . easiest way was to get us thrown into jail on cooked up m H ‘ I T ‘ E Pl
s * You hoping it's dowry charges," she said.

fourth time lucky

o * Top police Such cases have prompted some Indian lawyersto

http://www.tai peitimes.com/News/editorial s/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417 (1 of 6)6/24/2006 10:43:15 AM


http://www.taipeitimes.com/
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/ecom/eservice
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/ecom/eservice
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/ecom/edu
http://ecommerce.taipeitimes.com/ecom/edu
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front?pubdate=2003-07-07
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058360
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058360
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058361
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058361
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058361
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058363
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058363
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058362
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058362
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058362
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2003/07/07/2003058362
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan?pubdate=2003-07-07
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058369
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058369
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058373
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058373
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058371
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058371
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058378
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058378
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058378
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058370
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058370
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058370
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058370
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058372
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058372
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058372
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058372
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058377
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058377
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/07/2003058379
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/Search
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/index_most_read_story
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/index_most_view_photo
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/login_form
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/join_form
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417/print
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417/print
mailto:?subject=Bitterness of wives leads to abuse of India's anti-dowry laws&body=http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417
mailto:?subject=Bitterness of wives leads to abuse of India's anti-dowry laws&body=http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417/wiki
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2003/07/07/2003058417/wiki
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ADS/Right/npa/click
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ADS/Right/npm/click
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ADS/Right/kaoamba/click
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ADS/Right/howard/click
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ADS/Right/law/click

Taipel Times - archives

administrator moves
into intelligence

o * Tibetan
association leader
says relations
markedly improved

o * Taiwan quick
take

. World News

o * Attack frays
Pakistan's nerves

o * Surgeons launch
operation to
separate conjoined
twins

o * Wary China ups
diplomatic pressure

o * Indian Muslims
ready to look at
Hindu proposal

o * Men held for
questioning over
horror mosque attack

o * Turkey, US to
hold talks on
detainees

o * Blair says the
accusations against
him are "absurd'

o * Triad empress
got rich trafficking in
misery

o * Chechen vote to
go ahead, Russia
says

o * Trade in body
organs leaves trail of
victims

question whether India's hard-won anti-dowry laws have
now played into the hands of embittered wives seeking
revenge on their husbands and their husbands families.

Hostages

After the traditional arranged marriage, Indian brides go
to live with the husband's family. Quite often she isthen
mistreated and forced to try to extract more dowry --
motorbikes, cars, household goods -- from her parents,
even though the husband's family have probably already
received something at the time of the marriage. The wife
isahostage, liable to a thrashing unless her parents
produce the goods.

The anti-dowry laws were drafted to help women in this
position. If things got really bad, she could report her in-
laws to the police.

But aNew Delhi high court judge, Sadhana
Ramachandran, is seeking areview of the laws. She said
they are being abused by wives conducting marital
vendettas. They fling false accusations at innocent men
and their families, to get even or to inflict pain.

"Such women incriminate everyone, not just the husband
but the husband's sister or brother and parents. In the
Sharmal's case, the three-year-old girl ended up in jail too
because, with the entire family inside, there was no one
to look after her at home," Ramachandran said.

Ramachandran knows of 85-year-old grandparentsin jail,
awaiting bail or trial on dowry charges.

"It saddens me to say this, because in my career | have
focused on the injustice women suffer in amale-
dominated society but some women are misusing these
laws out of pure viciousness," she said.

In one recent case Rajiv Sethi, 26, came back to India
from South Africato marry the bride his mother had
chosen. The marriage collapsed and during the painful
denouement, his wife Nandita, accused him and her
mother-in-law of "mental cruelty” over dowry.

Lack of proof
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"I don't even believein dowry," exclaims the mother-in-
law, Radhika Sethi. "I accepted the fact that their
marriage wasn't working out but she accused me of
starving her, of locking her up and beating her. None of it
istrue. My son is devastated at having to run around
police stations and the courts. He's lost 27kg. She's ruined
hislife with alie. But how can we prove that we were
loving?'

There are fears that abuse of anti-dowry laws could lead
to increasing scepticism about the numerous genuine
cases of women being mistreated or murdered by
husbands and in-laws. That would be atragedy as some
7,000 women were killed over dowry demands in 2001.

In New Delhi alone, awoman iskilled -- usually doused
with kerosene and set on fire -- every day.

Radhika Sethi approves of the judge's call for areview
and feels that a proper inquiry should take place before
anyone is arrested to separate genuine from fabricated
cases. Some lawyers also believe that automatic bail
should be given in dowry cases (something that does not
happen in all parts of India) so that innocent families can
at least be spared the ordeal of jail.

But women's groups have reacted to the judge's call with
dismay. The All-India Democratic Women's Federation
(AIDWA) has written to the chief justice of Indiaurging
him to deny areview.

"It's taken decades for women to pluck up the courage to
use these laws and now they want to dilute them," said
Brinda Karat, AIDWA president.

"There may well be afew cases of abuse. But dowry-
related violence is so horrific that these laws are life-
savers for women and it would be disastrous to dilute
them. Dowry-hungry men will think they can get away
with murder, literally," Karat said.

Too docile

Asitis, she said, Indian women are so culturally
conditioned to be docile that very few actually invoke
them. AIDWA says only 40,000 cases were registered
last year -- "not even adrop in the ocean” -- compared
with the violence it says women experience over
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