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‘Activists Mobilize to Change Induan Dowry Laws

Tl phlization of the e
tnnning arficls ‘Tndion Hus-
bemds Foll Vierrm to Domey
Froud® (W, Dee. 5, 2004) has
Trapired & grovcendaoet] of et
fam omont Indian Amgricen
redve Now read Tredio-Wosds ar-
eiks fear drotan this Gssue inso the
pobits ey, wiglimy of dowry
[rowd ere mobillzing in greatr
[oTh

— Editor
By LISA TSERING
Izdin-Weask Lall Hepurier
I tha yesr ginee Dndie-West

published an artiche sxpoping
lha B of dowry frand, ma:

ean Vet of dewry framd have
osullinsd thelr micston — to
change thi Inding Fenal Code —
and have bagun to mobilize
onfize and in the public aphere.

Il naw, there hos not beem
much awarescss [of the prob-
kem]” B:nhnll’u.uthu:w.pl,mm,

kwrg, The Imdin-Went article
defnitely helped, by portraying

. The meedliy of whats guing on,

eapee nlly sins the msjor S8iee

in DHa Bedovin 1I'A::| hestant to
pehlish our serke:”

A jfmiyriog mrmnber of nonsem-
denl Tntinr men are Bsing we
lrides” lamilies, who Mlscly -
cuna thom of demanding dowry
Necased undar Secliog 4384 of
tho Indion Pemsl Cods, which
Eakan dama uﬂjng ﬂ_:rw]j ™
mime, these muimn howe eren been
thrown ipto [ndian jeils whas
thaye vinit Indis. Theugh hy
Y Bt Ameriiam dteena, alsce
thiy s semasad ufnﬂ-mm Ehiry
Mind litta solses thraagh Tiadted
Sinins mincioms in Indis,

I the man i not iz India whem
the charge is made, kis fusily
can ba Bned, & jadled in Hon of
fines, and masy men bave re-
ported that it hus cost them tans
of thomsanda of dollaan to pay
Lagal Feen, Cifian, the bride's fam-
thy affera to “seidle” qut of powrt
B voet mmes of monay, wiviss
4o vickima nnd feeis ndvaetes
sy Ln ST Amost T extorten

Tan creelion of the biggest
vakne forum yot addressing e
st sy Rnge Uhat,

A groap of sctivisks has ore-
ated wrwdilaang, o Web wits
with om st ve b npd forom.

The selfefianded group, which
callg itzall Bavo Indian Famity,

orBHF, elfsss isformal holp
and pdévize to 4084 wic
Hme, recommends legal

IRy wpd tho eradication
of dowry, The gite akso ol
Tars dofimition of relemnt
Jegal barma,

“Tha Tassnn W crisdod
ths Wab #its, and the res-
SO W T P 0 T e
meen, inwre fond gt s
WRE Iated sod o bome
Trenct oThwmnn rights by
poople Whi urc moonng
‘thia Bave,™ sl o] s
emantl

The growp & also ankisg
thi pablis to dgn an
emline  petiticn At

H}‘hlhonmdmmﬂma A
revisinns in the Lww, Al
tlu- n Rahul aard he

thad it's hard oo pet colive

mdﬂmulmawm}.g sadd
that oace they fsnm ok beast

Bl clnims that hig wifi, an
Amsrican-aducated Indian
wemandioplayed hipolar be-
hawior aftér their marriage;
when he fled far divaros, ho

ity Enikd Wil TR — p—r Indiss
Amarieaw watime of rm-.j-m;' = mans guesions o

L largy pama of money Somm
NEls," sad 1 Satyn, n comérbmtnr
Lo the site "Theresre thowsands
of pogple selitriog im the U 5

alane,”

Bipress wintives of the group
roide o sk swing at the racent
Frevam Ikh.l:u.mu Dives i

rderabal, bl feli. frestration
that the Fhnistry of Chorapas
Teding ASEiira gilaied g WY

“Since the last 50 years we are being ruled ond
having ideas imposed on ue by &5 previous
generalion. Most of the wave atil ideas of the
1950-1965 generation don't work ree™

ratalisted by ﬁ|m¢u pubm ™™
port im Tedra o him - of
dema=dige Ra. 20 lakhs dowry.

“Evon the lowyorn i Indis
haey preadeya slaried suggest-
ing Ne] their diests o mesnee
thyin law to horsss the husband's
Eumily in casos whore mardagoes
2o mglh due fo myrisd of rea-
wone” he told Indis Waat. “Tn
ﬂ-l'hﬂn']nﬂi.r.. this Iaw is baing
rampamtly enmased *

“Fales dowry complelat has
bty w muckul in India to -

canphasis on Graudulens NRE
mmaw I:ry nm:aaw.; ina
FLat: W of
i s
fic A TiCAT §TOOA.
Currently, & 488s afferss jx
+ Nuo-bs Babils {Eneaning ot
the ancune. nan s in polios
aazitady &t the ojurts disoratiemy
* Noneecmpa wdabls (meen i
tha serass withdrws har mm-
plaint, the =marf con comtinoe to
ipvestiguts and preascuts); and
= Cogni mble (the aficer 1y

elslignd ta pecend ihe comploint
and hogs sn investigation).
Activists sro coaldng te revaren
thise hree factors,

‘There 18 dlso oo law
filing & (sl claim, aaid Rakul,
calling for lnwmalsers o make
it & erime to file & false clatm.

In Fakw, the groap also bopos
to pdidreas othar insnsn, gch
purestal child shdrartieos tn Ie-
diw, alder abmnms, and the Tadlus
frregument's Tefnmal to lagally
novepd divoroes granded in ihe
L&, roquiring the coupls to e
diworeed anew in Tndis w avold

of bigamy:

Onling st wew. L8084 erg, the
activisiy kavy byog batting
aroand proposed selutiome,
such ar peiting in touch with
FoungEr llD\]El.iﬁ-llliH im Twilia
mch ax Eabunl Oandhi, pelit-
el hedr g prarant t tht: ek
Gundha c.ynur.;.- Lo gt $heir
P M - i

Enm‘bnlmﬂl PR TR BT
bielng ruled and having ideas
impoacd oo ma by the peevoey
peswralion,” waid i contrifos
tar to the obe.

“Woat of the waps and {dons
of the 1956-1985 peneration
don't Wl aow.”




